“Speak Out for Kids!” United Agenda for Children’s  Event a huge success.

More than 200 local residents and 100+ volunteers from Henderson County joined together Saturday October 20th at North Henderson High School from 8:00am-4:00pm at “Speak Out for Kids”, a community gathering. During the event, residents met in large and small discussion groups to learn about the current state of Henderson County children, share ideas and thoughts about the issues affecting kids in our community, prioritize which issues need to be addressed, and how to act on these priorities.

Participants began the day all together in the gymnasium where they held roundtable discussions in groups of 10.  Later they moved to classrooms for break-out sessions in groups of 20 where they looked deeper into the issues of children’s health, safety and education. 

All the participants’ ideas were captured during the breakout sessions.  Priorities that came out of these breakouts were combined with like ideas and voted upon by the large group.  Some of the ideas that will form the United Agenda for Children for Henderson County included:  

Educated Children

1. Increase access to preschool education through additional funding for child care subsidies and additional preschool spaces.

2. Develop programs that help young people make plans for post-high school.

Healthy Children

1. Provide school nurses at nationally recommended levels.

2. Increase mental health services for children in the community and in schools.

Safe Children

1. Increase safe affordable housing.

2. Establish mentoring programs for at-risk kids.

The implementation phase will begin immediately and will involve participants from the day’s event, community leaders, civic and business organizations, and community service agencies.

A final report will be released in the next 4 to 6 weeks detailing results and plans for further implementation.  

